IQ6    THEORY   AND    PRACTICE   OF    EDUCATION
Professor Burt, in his work on Delinquent Children, states
that, outside home influence, the chief defects in environ-
ment that lead to delinquency are unemployment, un-
congenial schoolwork, defective or excessive facilities for
leisure-hour amusements, the deliberate or unintentional
influence of adult friends or strangers (cinema heroes for
example) and the associates of the child's own age.
Now the delinquent is a child who, either because of some
such faults in environment or difficulties in temperament
and disposition, has failed to live his life in accordance with
the social standards of his community; he is only some
degree removed from the difficult child—such as the over-
emotional and excitable, the untruthful or inaccurate, the
lazy, the bird-witted, the unreliable. For all such difficult
children there is no hope of re-education unless having
discovered what caused them to plan their lives on a bad
pattern, we then try to eliminate as far as possible those
defects in their environment which are hindering them.
Unsuitable or insufficient food, clothing, wrong conditions
for sleeping, unsatisfactory friends, boredom or over-
pressure, may all be effective cause of difficulty.
Clearly the aim of all educators is to give every child
the conditions both physical and mental that will enable
him to grow to his most lovely and happy self. It is fax
easier, difficult though it be, to give children the right
surroundings, to deal with the problems of adjustment as
they arise, to encourage the right occupations and help a
child to solve his emotional problems than to re-educate
the already maladjusted child. Most children are good
and reasonably happy and so too is the average kindly rich
man in his castle and the poor man at his gate. Education,
in its broadest sense, has kept them averagely kind, truthful
.and honest, with simple not very intellectual pleasures and
a real sense of responsibility, at least for a small circle of
people. What we all want to do is to raise the standard in
each department of life little by little and step by step,

